
   Search

 
Home About Us Contact Us Advertising

News Jobs Photos Real Estate Trades  

Page 1 of 4Miner seeks gold in US punt - Star News Group

22/05/2009http://www.geelongindependent.com.au/story/72430



Select Newspaper 

Berwick Gazette  
Berwick News  
Cranbourne News  
Dandenong Star  
Ferntree Gully, 
Belgrave Mail  
Footscray, 
Yarraville, 
Braybrook Star  
Geelong 
Independent  
Hume Star  
Keilor, Taylors 
Lakes, Sydenham 
Star  
Mountain Views 
Mail  
Pakenham Gazette  
Pakenham News  
Ranges Trader Mail  
Springvale, Noble 
Park Star  
St Albans, Deer 
Park, Caroline 
Springs Star  
Sunshine, Ardeer, 
Albion Star  
Upper Yarra Mail  
Wallan, Kilmore, 
Broadford Star  
Werribee, Hoppers 
Crossing, Point 
Cook Star  
Whittlesea, Mernda, 
Doreen Star  
Williamstown, 
Altona, Laverton 
Star  

  
Subscribe By Email  

Star Photos 

Geelong Jobs 

WAREHOUSE MANAGER

Harvey Norman, one of 
Australia's fastes ... 

PRACTICE CO-
ORDINATOR

This brand new specialist 
Practice in Ge ... 

SALES PERSON
The Greater South Pacific 
conjures up dr ... 

MORTGAGE BROKER
Fantastic opportunity for 
Mortgage Broke ... 

BANNER AD ON 
GEELONGJOBS

... 

Newest Stories 
 

 

Bulls 
dominate... 
NOBLE Park was 
back at its 
devastating b...  

Young 
actors 
in 
the ... 

YEAR 10 students at Casey 
Grammar School...  

Dig 
deep 
for 

Salvos ... 
THE Salvation Army is gearing 
up for the...  

School 
strikes 
at bu... 

STRATEGIES to combat 
bullying were acted...  

Page 2 of 4Miner seeks gold in US punt - Star News Group

22/05/2009http://www.geelongindependent.com.au/story/72430



Star Search       Advanced  Go

Published In 

News 

Berwick News  

Miner seeks gold in US punt  
 
 
By Marc McGowan 
 
 
8th May 2009 04:10:51 PM 

 
Berwick Miners gridiron stars Steve Baker and Nick Vlad have recently earned national selection. 

28680 

LIFE could dramatically change for Berwick Miners gridiron star Steve Baker in the next couple of 
months.  
 
The 30-year-old punter has joined former Sydney Swans and Collingwood footballer Nick Davis and 
other National Football League (NFL) hopefuls training with Australian-based scouts OzPunt under 
Cameron McGillivray for the past two years.  
 
Baker and a select group, including Davis, flew out of the country last Friday to chase their 
American football dreams and possibly follow Australians Saverio Rocca, Ben Graham and Mat 
McBriar into the NFL.  
 
They will be given a taste of what to expect if an NFL club does sign them, with NFL agents 
escorting them to an NBA match among other Hollywood-style treatment.  
 
But the main purpose of Baker’s three-week stay is the two trials in Texas in front of up to 20 NFL 
scouts at the end of his American jaunt.  
 
“We have eight kicks to impress,” he said.  
 
“I could be the best punter outside those eight kicks, but if I don’t pull it together on the day I 
won’t be signed.”  
 
Baker has worked extremely hard in recent months in preparation for his once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity.  
 
Weights, fitness and skills sessions are now a daily ritual.  
 
And the Mulgrave resident rejects those critics who say punters only have a minor role in the sport. 
 
 
“They just don’t understand. A punter has a vital role in the game. One good kick can turn around 
a whole game,” he said.  
 
Baker is also set to play for Australia for the first time after an impressive showing as Victorian 
captain at last year’s Gridiron Australia Senior National Championships.  
 
He and 44 other players will suit up for the Senior Australian Outback Team against Great Britain, 
Sweden and club side the Chester Romans in London from 11 to 26 July.  
 
“I was pumped and very excited when I found out. It’s always been a dream of mine to represent 
my country,” Baker said.  
 
Baker, who has played the sport for seven years, also plays the cornerback position on top of his 
punting duties.  
 
His selection gives the Miners two national representatives in recent months after 17-year-old 
running back/wide receiver Nick Vlad played in Australia’s Junior World Cup qualifier against New 
Zealand in January.  
 
Vlad, a rowing and Australian Rules football scholarship-holder at Keysborough’s Haileybury 
College, only started playing gridiron last year.  
 
The Noble Park resident impressed for Berwick and Victoria before earning his national call-up.  
 
“I pretty much rocked up to Miners’ training for seniors and took it from there,” Vlad said.  
 
“It was a bit complicated at the start to learn all the rules, but after a while it felt pretty good and 
it started getting easier.  
 
“I can play different positions and I’m quite fast for my size.”  
 
Vlad enjoyed the experience despite the Australians losing the Oceania playoff.  
 
“It was really good getting to know the coaches from other states and also the players you 
normally play against, but it was a bit weird at the start,” he said.  
 
“It was good, but we (he and Baker) do get a bit teased by the (Miners’) coaches!”  
 
Vlad is looking forward to this month’s start to the Gridiron Victoria season and representing his 
state at the Gridiron Australia Nationals from May 30 to 7 June.  
 
Berwick is also holding its two-day training camp, including a controlled scrimmage against the ACT 
Monarchs, at Sydney Pargeter Reserve this weekend.  
 
 

 

Melb City Steiner 
School
True Steiner Education 
close to CBD Prep to 
Year 12 - Some Places 
2009  
www.sophiamundi.vic.edu.au

VIC Furniture 
Removalists
Get quick and easy 
quotes to move your 
household furniture. Aus-
wide.  
www.AustraliaAllOverRemovals.co

Fat Dissolving 
Specialist
Reshape your body 
reduce cellulite and 
remove fat non surgically 
www.melbournelaser.com.au

Etak Design
Design orientated 
architects Residential, 
commercial & retail  
www.etakdesign.com.au

Football
Get The New Internet 
Explorer 8. Faster, Easier 
And Safer Than Ever!  
www.MSN.com/Microsoft-IE-8
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Thieves strike fire ... 
HEARTLESS thieves broke into 
the Narre W... 

 

Let them ride... 
MORE than 400 people have 
signed a 10-ye... 

Waiting to walk... 
SEEING her daughter walk for the 
first t...  

 

Budget boost for scr... 
LOCAL MP Judith Graley is 
encouraging wo... 

 

Funds to cater for w... 
FIREFIGHTERS were rattling 
the tins in N... 

Pave-N-Scapes
Quality Landscaping and Paving Melbourne’s 
Bayside & Southeast  
www.pavenscapes.com.au

Afl Football
All the latest AFL scores & info Get A New 
Perspective On AFL  
brisbanetimes.com.au/sport/afl

Recycle At Your Workplace
Office Paper, Document Destruction, Bottle & 
Can Recycling 1300 292 783  
AustralianWasteManagement.Com.Au

Recycle At Your Workplace
Office Paper, Document Destruction, Bottle & Can 
Recycling 1300 292 783  
AustralianWasteManagement.Com.Au

Mercedes Benz Service
Independent Mercedes Specialist Professional & Friendly 
Service  
www.richmondmotors.com.au

Hotels Berwick-Upon-Tweed
Find and book a hotel online. All hotels on a city map.  
www.booking.com

Etak Design
Design orientated architects Residential, commercial & 
retail  
www.etakdesign.com.au
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